What Public Art Needs Now!

A series of Professional Development Seminars IXIA has developed a series of groundbreaking
professional development seminars in collaboration with Situations.

Situations will lead three seminars looking at different aspects of emergent and alternative models of
contemporary art commissioning and will focus on the role of the curator/ commissioner within an
exemplary international public art project. Each of these projects will be employed as a starting point
to reflect upon issues relating to both ‘temporary’ and ‘permanent’ public art commissioning. The
seminars will consider commissioning processes in-depth by exploring what it means to work in specific
contexts, expanding upon a wide range of key concerns for all those involved in commissioning,
curating and producing art in the public realm, particularly at a time of economic crisis.

Each seminar is framed by a provocative response to the question, “What does public art need today?”
Organised through informal illustrated talks, group discussions and critical responses to the projects in
guestion, the seminars will unpack different commissioning methods and processes of production,
proposing how and why certain models of curatorial and artistic practice offer a more considered
approach to the public sphere.

The seminars have been devised for public art commissioners, artists, project managers and
consultants, curators, planners and commercial developers and offer opportunities to hear from the
commissioners behind these exemplary projects, the artists and participants involved and key
stakeholders, as well as respondents from the contemporary art sector. All seminar participants will be
encouraged to actively engage in discussion throughout the day and to reflect upon their own practice
in relation to the topics discussed.

Information and key texts relating to the projects will be circulated in advance so that participants can
be as prepared as possible. The sessions will be documented for the ixia website.

Individual Seminars include:

Public Art Needs Outsiders
Wednesday 7 October, 11am — 5pm
Grizedale Arts, Lawson Park Farm, Cumbria

Public Art Needs Continuity

Tuesday 13 October, 11am —5pm
Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Wakefield

Public Art Needs Time Limits
Thursday 3 December, 10.30am - 4.30pm

Spike Island, Bristol



